Research Paper Rubric



Name: ___________________________________  
Period: ________
______ / 5
Format:  1” margins (except for header); size 12, Times new Roman font; flush right header ½” from top includes your last name and page # on every page; your heading includes: your name, American Cultures 9, and Day Month Year; you have an effective and creative title that is centered and in an inverted pyramid with only proper capitalization (not underlined or bolded…); everything is double spaced
______ / 10
Organization:  You have an effective thesis; the topic sentences for each of the three body sections are reflective of the forecast and focused on proving your thesis statement; logical and subtle sequencing of ideas is demonstrated through well-developed paragraphs with internal transitions; clear and sophisticated transitional sentences or transitional paragraphs (not single words) guide the reader through the chain of reasoning or progression of ideas from one section to the next; the conclusion is engaging, ties back into the hook, and restates the thesis (but not in exact words).
______ / 5
Style:  Tone is professional and appropriate for an academic research paper; sentences are well-phrased; sentences are varied in structure and length; word choice is consistently precise and accurate; no contractions are used, and a 3rd person point-of-view is maintained.  (In other words, the following words may NOT be used:  I, we, me, us, my, mine, myself, our, ours, ourselves, you, your, yours, or yourself—unless they are in a direct quotation.)
______ / 5
Conventions:  Writing is free of fragments, run-ons, unclear antecedents, and faulty parallelism. Errors in subject/verb agreement, number, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, possession, and usage have been eliminated.
______ / 15
Argument:   The argument or thesis was well developed and supported by all the necessary information for your topic.  Evidence was provided that you thoroughly researched all topics needed for your paper.
______ / 10
Use of Sources and In-Text Citations:  At least one Primary resource is ANALYZED and CITED; each citation is well-woven into the text with a lead and a follow-up; a combination of paraphrasing and direct quotations is used; the paper has no more than two long quotes of 4 or more lines; at least 2 books are cited and all researched information is properly cited in MLA format within the text, and all works cited within the text appear on the Works Cited page.  Minimum of 5 sources were used effectively. 
______ / 10
Works Cited page:  Done in MLA format with no errors; all sources listed on the Works Cited page have been cited in the text. Books which were not used in their entirety must have the page numbers where any information used is located. (You may use the website Son of Citation to formulate your works cited for you.)
Comments:











Total Grade: 

/60 points

